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Mr. Chair, Members of the Committee, my name is Linda Tracy. I am the
Executive Director of the Montana Child Care Resource and Referral Network. We

are a nonprofit organization working with our member agencies and other partners
to build a diverse, high quality care and education system accessible to all Montana

families with children from birth through school age.

I am also a member of the Montana Early Childhood Advisory Council, but I am
not speaking on behalf of MECAC today.

Last week, 353 people from child care resource and referral agencies, and the
working families and child care providers they serve across the state signed
statements urging you to restore $4.17 million to the child care budget.

Together, the 354 of us urge you to restore funding to annually update child care
scholarship eligibility to 150% of the federal poverty index and allow a few more
children to receive scholarships.

For low income families, these scholarships can mean the difference between safe,
quality child care that gets children ready to succeed in school, and unregulated,
illegal care. For example, the costs for a baby in licensed care and rent alone are
$522 more a year than the gross income of a single parent working at minimum
wage.

Together the 354 of us also urge you to restore funding to annually adjust to local
market rates, how much the state reimburses small child care businesses who serve
children on scholarships. These businesses already survive on very slim margins.
Annual market rate surveys and reimbursement adjustments also assure children
with scholarships have access to 75% of the quality child care in their regions.

And, finally, I have one more voice to add from Linda Smith, a former, but still
passionate Montanan. In the interest of your time, I will only read portions of her
letter.

On behalf of 355 of us, I urge you to restore $4.17 million to the child care budget.
Thank you for your consideration.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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1 I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small busmess(és in small comrnumtles across Montana
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.

Signed é//// N A /Z //f/ N7 - 7/77/75//%

Name Hometdwn Phone Number

I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small busmesses in small communities across NMontana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
“Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to-
provide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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I urge Legislators to restore to the budget the $4.17 million found in PL 20016, as
included in the Governor’s budget and previously approved by the Joint
Appropriations Subcommittee for Health and Human Services. Failure to include
this “present law adjustment” will create significant hardships for a system that is
already besieged and will significantly impact every community’s ability to
proVide child care for working families and their young children. These cuts also
threaten small businesses in small communities across Montana.
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